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1. FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR LAW SCHOOL STUDENTS    
  

 
Time:     3:30 – 4:30 Location:  Room 203 Moderator: Allura 

Lawrence 
 
 

From developing a simple spending plan to outlining your 3-year financial plan, 
smart money strategies lay the foundation for every law students’ personal and 
professional success story.  Learn to apply core concepts of personal finance to 
make confident decisions about money and better achieve your short and long-
term goals.  Law school is an investment – make the most of yours!  Valuable 
information for students at every level of law school. 

  
Speakers: Access Lex, Emir Morais 
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2  Immigration Law 

 
 
Time:  6 PM Location: Room 204   Moderator:  Jill Family 

 
Recent immigration policies have put immigration law in the spotlight and 
emphasize its position at the intersection of constitutional law and administrative 
law. Immigration lawyers are litigating groundbreaking lawsuits that raise issues 
about civil rights and other constitutional protections. In this session, lawyers who 
practice immigration law and an immigration judge will provide insight into what 
you can expect from a career in immigration law. You will also learn what you 
should do while in law school to build your “immigration law” resume. If you are 
intrigued by this hot topic or have thought about pursuing a career in immigration 
law, then this program is for you. 
 

 
Speakers: 
   

1. Craig Shagin, Widener Adjunct, Shagin Law Group 
(http://www.shaginlaw.com/index.php/attorneys-a-staff) - CONFIRMED 

 
2. Kuyomars Q. Golparvar, Immigration Judge at the York Detention Center 

in York, PA (https://www.law.gwu.edu/kuyomars-golparvar) 
 

3. Bill Lore, DHS ICE OCC 
 

4. Johelys Cecala (’15), immigration attorney at Konare Law 
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3. How to Address Implicit Bias     CLE    
 
Time: 3:30-4:30 PM       Location: Room A180  Moderator:  Waleisha 

Moat 
 

 
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of implicit bias and how 
it can manifest itself in law firms, the courtroom, and in-house; to present 
approaches to overcome unconscious bias and empower the success of diverse 
persons and women; and to address steps lawyers and judges can take when 
faced with implicit bias. Discussion includes how views on diversity and gender 
roles impact the hiring, retention rates and professional experiences of women and 
diverse attorneys.  
 
Tameka Hatcher, the Educational Outreach Program Coordinator at the PA 
Human Relations Commission, will lead the discussion and address the practical 
effects of implicit/unconscious bias and how it affects work assignments, 
evaluations, promotions, and success in the legal profession.   
 
Prior to the session, you should take the following test to assess your unconscious 
biases: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html. 
 
 
 
Speakers:  Tameka Hatcher   
 
  

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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4. What Else Can I Do With My Law Degree 

  
 
Time:     6-7 pm Location:  Room 202 Moderator: Liana 

Walters 
 
Many law students and lawyers believe that a law degree leads only to work in a 
law firm.  A law school degree doesn’t simply prepare you to work in a law firm: 
law firms are only one part of a diverse legal universe.  There are many different 
types of law jobs.  This panel will explore some of the non- traditional law jobs 
that are part of our present system.   
 
A legal education can also make you marketable in a variety of other fields.  If 
you’re interested in law-related work in education, media, business, or politics or 
if you want to use your degree in a non-legal career, this session will help you 
explore your options and plan your strategy. The panelists will discuss the 
opportunities and challenges you’ll face when pursuing a non-traditional career, 
and the steps you should be taking in law school to position yourself for success 
 
Speakers: Ryan Mellinger ’11 

Katie Dotto ’09   
  William “Ski” Rozier 
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5. Is Solo or Small Firm Practice for You? 

 
 
Time:      6:00-7:00 Location:  Rm L203 Moderator:  Craig Love 

 
This session is for students who are considering careers in a small firm or as a 
solo practitioner. Lawyers who have successfully managed the challenges of 
starting a solo practice or who have flourished in a small firm will candidly 
discuss their successes in practice as well as some pitfalls to avoid. Topics 
include marketing yourself and your firm, staffing issues, effectively using 
assistants and delegating work, interacting with clients, managing billing, using 
economical research tools, and maintaining a work-life balance.  

 
Speakers: Sara Austin  
  Mary E. Shellhammer  
  Seth Springer 
  Kim Lengert 
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6. Public Relations and Media Management 

 
 
Time:  2:15-3:15 pm Location:  L204 Moderator:  Michael 

Hussey 
   

Lawyers will sometimes find themselves having to speak to the media. For the 
uninitiated, facing reporters who are looking for a headline or a soundbite can be 
a daunting and even risky challenge. Yet, a basic understanding of reporters’ 
goals and learning a few techniques for managing responses can be helpful in 
creating a favorable public impression of the client, the lawyer and the firm. In 
this session, Mary Allen, director of communications for Widener University, will 
discuss ways to deal positively with the media, including how to handle a 
questions you should not answer, or don't know how to answer, as well as advice 
for managing ethical issues that might arise. 

 
 
Speaker:  Mary Allen 
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7. Working for a Federal Agency 

 
 
Time:  4:45-5:45 pm Location: L202   Moderator: Stephanie 

Patton 
   

 
This presentation will cover the various positions that attorneys hold in the federal 
government, focusing on executive branch agencies.  Mr. DiRienzo will discuss 
how he obtained his current position, what it entails, and where it may lead.  He 
will further discuss the specific opportunities that currently exist for attorneys in 
federal service, both in the US Postal Service and others.  Mr. DiRienzo will briefly 
discuss pay, benefits, and the hiring process.  Finally, he will provide tips on 
obtaining a position in the federal government, and his personal observations on 
the pros and cons of government service. 
 
 
 
Speakers: Louis DiRienzo ’13  
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8.  Even Lawyers Get Sued- Avoiding Professional Liability Actions 
 
 

Time:  7:15-8:15 pm Location:  L204 Moderator:  Dean 
Christian Johnson  

 
What happens when everything you learn in law school gets turned against 
you.  Over the course of a career the majority of attorneys will find themselves 
involved in a professional liability action.  Attorneys are subject to actions for 
legal malpractice, wrongful use of civil proceeding, breach of fiduciary duty and 
defamation among other claims.  The good news is that many of the claims 
against attorneys arise out of the same small set of issues.  Thus, identifying and 
understanding the most common causes of professional liability claims can arm 
an attorney to spot potential issues and address them before they become actual 
claims.  Josh Byrne, Esquire, the Chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association's 
Professional Liability Committee and Co-Chair of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association Committee for Guidance of the Profession addresses the most 
common types and causes of professional liability claims to help avoid these 
claims. 
 
 
Speakers: Josh Byrne 
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8 The Bar Exam: Planning for Success (Highly Recommended for  3RD 
& 3ED) 

 
 

Time:  7:15-8:15 pm Location: L202  Moderator:  Michael 
Hussey 

 
Achieving your goal of passing the bar exam the first time you take it requires 
more than just a determination to work hard; careful planning is crucial. 
Navigating the complex application process, acquiring a thorough understanding 
of the exam itself, developing a time-line for preparation, managing stress, and 
planning your finances can all contribute to your success on the bar exam.  

A representative from the Pennsylvania Board of Law Examiners will discuss 
issues related to the application process and the bar exam itself. Recent Widener 
graduates will offer practical suggestions for best positioning yourself to pass the 
bar the first time. They also will answer questions about their bar preparation 
courses to help you prepare for what is coming. 

 
Speaker:  Jessica Holst, Bar Examiners  



 11 

9 How to Network 

 
 

Time:  3:30-4:30 pm Location: L202 Moderator: Tanisha 
Henson  

 

You have probably heard a lot about how you should “network”, but 
what does that really mean? How do you do it? What’s the point? Join 
us for a panel discussion of different ways to get involved as a student 
and young lawyer and how to use networking opportunities to advance 
your career.      
 

 
 
Speakers: Tara Schellhorn ’07, Riker Danzig 
  Keli Neary ’06, PA Office of the Attorney General  

John H. Pietrzak, Office of Chief Counsel | Pennsylvania State 
Police, BLCE 

 
 
   
 
 
  



 12 

 
11.  Using Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Techniques to Avoid 

Chronic Stress 

 
 

Time:  4:45-5:45 pm Location:  L204 Moderator:  Kimberly 
Creech 

   
 
Course Summary: Chronic stress, trauma, and pain have the same effects on the 
brain and autonomic nervous system, which can create short- and long-term 
effects on our overall health and functioning. Dr. Milspaw will review the physical 
effects and explain how brain exercises, such as Mindfulness-Based Stress 
Reduction techniques, help heal the negative effects of chronic stress and 
trauma. Her workshop will include both a didactic and experiential presentation. 
 
Course Outline: 
I. Defining chronic stress, chronic pain, and trauma 
II. Describe the physical effects of chronic stress, pain, and trauma on the 
nervous system and brain 
III. Describe the emotional and psychological effects of these physical changes 
IV. Define Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) 
V. Describe how MBSR heals the physical brain and nervous system 
VI. Experience MBSR exercises 
VII. Learn how to apply MBSR to daily life. 
 
Learning Objectives: Participants will be able to: 

  Describe the result of chronic stress, chronic pain, and trauma on the 
brain and nervous system 

  List at least 3 ways Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction reverses the 
effects of chronic stress, trauma, and pain.  

 Demonstrate at least one mindfulness-based stress reduction exercise. 

 
 
 
Speakers: Dr. Alexandra Milspaw 
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12. Get to Know the Career Development Office 

 
 

Time:  2:15-3:15 pm Location:  L202 Moderator: Eden 
Mandrell 

 
Are you interested in learning about the resources Widener Commonwealth’s 
CDO has to offer?  Please join Eden Mandrell, Director, and Prof Liz Simcox, 
Externship Coordinator, for a discussion about how to best position yourself for 
your legal career during your time in law school and beyond. 
 
 
Speakers:  Eden Mandrell 
  Liz Simcox 
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13 What I Wish I Knew in Law School 

 
 

Time:  8:30-9:30  Location:  L202 Moderator:  Gerald 
Kincel 
 

 
Are there questions about the law, the legal community, or your career that you 
would like to ask but don’t know how? Are there things about the law that you 
want to know but are afraid to ask? This is your opportunity. A panel of alumni 
will be present to answer questions from how to find a job to what to do with your 
legal degree. Those who register for this program will be able to submit questions 
anonymously in advance – as well as ask them in person during the 
presentation. 

 
 
Speakers: Lisa Hopkins ’08 
  Dan Jameson ’09  

Amy Groff, ‘04 
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14 Professionalism in the Legal Profession 

 
 

Time:  4:45-5:45 Location:  A180 Moderator: Dani Wachtel  
 
  
The ethical rules that attorneys must follow can create a minefield in the face of 
uncertainty. This is why it is so important for law students and new attorneys to 
understand how our ethical rules impact our practice of law.  
  
It is critical that attorneys: 
  

 Appreciate the limitations we face when interacting with potential clients 
and clients. 

 Understand appropriate communications with the opposing side. 

 Make certain they follow the rules related to conduct both in and out of 
court. 

 Follow the complex rules that relate to marketing and advertising (both 
online and off). 

 Know the importance of the proper use of technology in legal practice. 

 Organize their practices in an appropriate and efficient fashion. 
  
During this session, experienced attorneys will explain how to create a 
successful practice while avoiding the attention of the Disciplinary Board for 
violating the rules of Professionalism.  
 
Speakers:  Sara Austin  
  Jennifer Ellis 
  Mary E. Shellhammer 
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15. Orientation 3.0 (1st Year Students Only) – 6:00-8:15 pm  
 
Time:  6:00-8:15 pm Location:  A180 Moderator: Eden 

Mandrell  

 
Before classes started in August, you attended the first part of Orientation, which 
was designed to inform you about essential resources inside the law school that you 
needed to begin law school. Orientation 3.0 will primarily focus on resources outside 
the law school that you will need as you continue in law school, apply to join the bar, 
and begin your career as a new attorney.  
 
Speakers:  Eden Mandrell, Widener CDO Director 
  Maria Engle, PBA Young Lawyers Division Coordinator 
  Paul Edger, PBA Young Lawyers Division 

Amy Gregory, SBA President 
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16. Working for the Federal Judiciary (2 credits)  - Limited to 30 
students 

 
Time:  9 am – 12:30 pm Location: Federal 

Courthouse (Harrisburg)  
Moderator: Karen Taylor  

 

The Unites States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania is offering 
students an opportunity to gain an overview of federal practice. During this 
educational program, law students will have the chance to meet with federal judges, 
as well as seasoned federal civil and criminal practitioners, and gain valuable 
insights into the work of federal courts. The agenda for this program includes panels 
in criminal and civil practice, federal bankruptcy, a judge’s panel, and a pizza lunch 
courtesy of the Federal Bar Association.   

 
 

9:00am: Welcome and Greeting, Chief Magistrate Judge Susan Schwab 

9:15am - 10:00am: Criminal Practice Panel Discussion  

10:00am - 10:45am: Civil Practice Panel Discussion  

11:00am - 11:45am: Federal Bankruptcy Practice Discussion  

11:45am - 12:30pm: A View from the Bench, a Judge's Panel 

12:30pm: Pizza Lunch  

 

 


