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WIDENER UNIVERSITY COMMONWEALTH LAW SCHOOL 
COMMONWEALTHLAW.WIDENER.EDU 

VOLUME 2016/2017 ISSUE 2 AUGUST 22, 2016 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 
22 Classes Begin 
22-27 Add/Drop Period 

September 
1 BLSA Class Preparation Workshop 
5  Labor Day Holiday (no classes) 
8 Law & Government Informational Meetings 
10 Alumni Golf Outing 
10  Dean’s Picnic 
15 SBA Table Day 

October 
6  BLSA How to Outline Workshop 
20 BLSA How to Research Workshop 
25 Professional Development Day/Night 
 (attendance required) (no classes) 
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The Digest 
WELCOME  

BACK FOR  

FALL 2016 

Dear Students: 

We’re listening! In some of the feedback we gathered at our Town Hall mee ngs, you made sugges ons to us about 
how we can be er serve your needs.  We have given your comments serious considera on, and are going to be imple-
men ng several changes .  

The first change is that we will be offering a selec on of fresh salads, sandwiches, wraps, sushi, snacks and other items 
that will be available for purchase in refrigerated cases located in the Student Lounge area in the Pit.  The items in the 
cases will be available as a “Grab and Go” style, so there will be access to different food op ons both during the day 
and the evening. A gourmet coffee/beverage machine will be in the lounge, too.  

While the Side Bar Café will be closing, the dining area will remain open and we encourage you to use the dining area 
as a gathering and study space. 

The second is that we have moved to an electronic bookstore for our campus.  You can purchase all of your books 
through the Widener Law Commonwealth website as you have done in the past.  A wide variety of clothing and other 
law school items are also available for purchase online, too. Click here to go to the bookstore page.  (1. Click on the 
Books Link, 2. Select Term, 3. Select Department - LAWH, 4. Select Course, 5. Select Section.) 

The changes to our campus have been made as a result of feedback from students and a though ul review of how we 
run and manage our campus.  We believe these changes are a way for us to provide you with the best experience at 
Widener Law Commonwealth. If you have any ques ons, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely,  

 Dean Chris an A. Johnson 
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WIDENER LAW COMMONWEALTH  

LAW LIBRARY 
  

REGULAR LIBRARY HOURS 

    Mon. – Thurs. 8:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m. 

    Friday   8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

    Saturday  8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

    Sunday  10:00 a.m.-12:00 a.m. 

 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND HOURS 

    September 2  8:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 

    September 3  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

    September 4  CLOSED 

    September 5  Noon—10:00 p.m. 

ADMISSIONS OFFICE 
STILL LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE? 

Local housing information is available for Widener students at the 
Admissions Office.  Stop by our office in the Administration 
Building if you are looking for a place to live or a roommate.  You 
can also join our Facebook group – Widener Law Commonwealth 
2016 Incoming Class – for the latest housing updates and listings.   

MEDIA SERVICES 
Brian Fearnbaugh and Stephanie Engerer have worked together to create a new 
web-based form for students, faculty and staff to request media services support.  
You can access the link by clicking Media Form (the link is:  http://
commonwealthlaw.widener.edu/current-students/law-library/
mediaservicesrequest/). 

 

This form should be submitted at least 24 hours in advance of an event/class.  
Requests will be scheduled in order of receipt by Media Services. 
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
All Welcome!  Lunch & Learn 

”How I Spent My Summer” 

with Student Speakers 

September 13, 2016/12:00 noon 

Career Development Office 

Sign up on TWEN on the CDO page under 

Workshop Sign-Up Sheets 

Deadline to sign-up is September 6, 2016 

 

 

CDO Table Talk in the Pit 

“Externship Program Information” 

September 15, 2016/11:30 a.m. 

 

 

All Welcome!! 

Workshop with Ed Sonnenberg 

“Research in the Real World” 

September 20, 2016/5:00 p.m. 

Wireless Lab/Library Building 
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ENROLLMENT SERVICES 
The Enrollment Services department consists of two offices—Financial Aid and 
Registrar.  The offices are located in the le  wing of the Administra on Building.  
Our regular hours are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 9:00 a.m.—
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. on Tuesday.  Hours may be extended if 
necessary during the course of the semester.  The Enrollment Services phone 
number is 717‐541‐3961 and email is escwlaw@widener.edu. 

   FINANCIAL AID OFFICE       
The Financial Aid Office consists of Kara Connors, Assistant Director of Financial Aid, and Allura 
Alonso, Financial Aid Representa ve. The Financial Aid Office is available to assist students with their 
financial aid needs and answer any ques ons you may have.   

  

H  F  A  W  

The financial aid applica on process must be done annually and begins early in the spring semester 
for the following year.  Applica on instruc ons will be sent in February or March.  Please pay 
par cular a en on to financial aid no ces and deadlines to ensure considera on for all desired 
funds, including federal work study. 

  

W  H    E  F  

If a credit balance exists a er disbursement and direct deposit has been set up, the Bursar’s Office 
will create an electronic refund check. Refund checks are generally available 10 – 14 days a er the 
disbursement, but cannot be released before the first official day of classes.  Please be aware that 
there will be a delay in processing and receipt of funds if your paperwork is not filed un l August or 
later. 
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Important Announcement Regarding Financial Aid Refunds 

Widener University is pleased to offer tui on account refunds by direct deposit to our students.  Stu-

dents who do not choose direct deposit will have their refund checks mailed to the address on rec-

ord at the University, there will be no pick up of refund checks in person at any campus office.  

Direct deposit will allow students to receive semester tui on account refunds more quickly.  Stu-

dents will have the added convenience of email no fica on when funds are transferred out of the 

University and direct deposit allows for immediate access to funds (according to each banks poli-

cy).  This service is now Widener University's preferred method of delivery.  Contact Enrollment Ser-

vices at 717-541-3961 or the Bursar’s Office at 610-499-4161 if you have ques ons.  

To sign up for direct deposit please follow these important steps:  

Log on to Campus Cruiser.  Click the Web Advisor tab, then student services.  Scroll down on the le  
side and click on Banking Informa on located under the Financial Profile sec on on the le  side of 
the page.  Carefully fill out the necessary banking informa on.  Check with your bank for the correct 
bank rou ng number and make sure that you input your correct account number. 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 1. Any incorrect banking informa on provided to Widener University will cause a delay in the depos-
it of your refund or you may be mailed a check. 

2. Your electronic refund will be available in the same meframe that it would be available as a pa-
per check. 

3. Any changes made to registra on a er funds have been deposited may cause a balance owed to 
Widener University Commonwealth Law School and it is the student’s responsibility to reconcile it 
with the Bursar’s Office.  Failure to do so may result in a late fee and/or a hold on your student rec-
ord.  A Bursar’s Office hold prevents a student from viewing their grades, registering for classes or 
receiving a transcript un l the balance has been paid. 

4. Accep ng these funds while no longer enrolled, cons tutes fraud and the amount deposited will 
be due back to the university. 

5. If you withdraw from Widener University Commonwealth Law School, a balance may be owed that 
is the student’s responsibility to reconcile with the Bursar’s Office. 
  

H    D  P  E  L  

To defer payments on any prior educa on loans, deferment forms must be submi ed to the Regis-
trar’s Office for cer fica on and submissions to your loan servicers.  Contact your servicers for the 
correct paperwork. 
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WIDENER COMMONWEALTH LAW  
RECYCLING PROGRAM IS  

SINGLE-STREAM 
Recyclables can be co-mingled in the blue containers on campus. 

Recycling reduces waste sent to landfills and making new products out of recycled ones 
reduces the amount of energy needed in production.  But it is not all about recycling.  One of 
the easiest ways to be good to the environment is to REDUCE, or cut back, in key areas of your 
life.  Three of the most important resources you can reduce are:  energy, water and solid waste. 

Please remember to use the Widener Law blue or green recycling containers to recycle here 
on campus.  It is our responsibility to preserve and protect our natural resources for future 
generations. 

REDUCE!  REUSE!  RECYCLE!! 

 

W      A  Y  

The student employment program has very specific requirements and deadlines.  If you are 
interested in student employment, contact the Financial Aid Office for more informa on and payroll 
procedures.  All required University paperwork must be on file before students may begin working 
and paychecks are issued. 
 

A  I  

A summary of all available types of financial aid is located in the Debt Management Guide & 
Financial Aid Sourcebook, which may be picked up in the Financial Aid Office.   For an addi onal list 
of outside scholarships, students can log into Campus Cruiser and visit our page at h p://
widener.edu/hblawfinancialaid.    

  

S      D  

Be sure to check The Digest, your Widener email, the Financial Aid Bulle n Boards and Electronic 
Bulle n Boards on a regular basis for important no ces!  Read all forms carefully and keep copies of 
all paperwork in one place for easy access and reference.  If you have any ques ons, please contact 
the Financial Aid Office.  

 

 Contact Us:  

Email: finaidcwlaw@mail.widener.edu 
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CAMPUS SAFETY 

  

 

 

 

  

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE 
  

LOCKERS 
Lockers are available on the far wall in the computer lab in the Library Building on the 2nd 
floor.  To reserve a locker, go to the Registrar’s Office and pay a $5.00 deposit.  You will then 
be given a key.  When you return the key, you will receive your $5.00 deposit back.   NOTE:  
Padlocks are not permitted. 
  
  
EXAM ACCOMMODATIONS 
Any student requiring special accommodations for midterm and/or final examinations must 
submit a Dean’s Action Request Form and appropriate documentation to the Office of 
Student Affairs.  This should be done as soon as possible, in order to allow time to review the 
information.  Dean’s Action Request Forms are available in our office.  
  
  
The Registrar frequently provides updates on our bulletin boards, on the Registrar’s 
Information Line and via email.  The bulletin boards are located outside our office and on the 
second floor of the Library Building.  The phone number for the Information Line is 717‐541‐
1941.  Call this number for notices of school closings or delays, course cancellations, etc.  
Finally, please be sure to check your Widener email account frequently for information. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus Courtesy Phones 

Campus courtesy phones are located in our 
buildings.  Please acquaint yourself  with 
the location of these phones and call x3948 
or 717-541-3948 if you require our 
assistance. 
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The annual DEAN’S PICNIC, sponsored by the 
Student Bar Association and the Office of Student 
Affairs, will be held on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 
2016, from 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m. on the 
grounds around the Student Organizations Building. 
 
Save the date and plan to attend this fun-filled 
event and be sure to bring along family and friends.  
There will be lots of food, beverages, games, priz-
es, music and, of course, the opportunity to get to 
know your fellow classmates, faculty, administrators 
and staff. 
 

FUN, FOOD & GAMES 
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DEAN’S PICNIC 

The annual Dean’s Picnic will be held on Saturday, September 12th from 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.  
The rain date will be September 19th.  Make your plans now to attend this fun-filled event and be 
sure to bring along family and friends.  There will be lots of food, beverages, games, prizes, music 
and, of course, the opportunity to get to know your fellow classmates, faculty, administrators and 

staff. 

 

DESIGNATED SMOKING AREAS 

  

 
 

 
 

 
MOOT COURT HONOR SOCIETY 

    Anthony Cox        President 
    Erica Townes        Vice President External Compe on 
    Mark Kovalcin       Vice President Internal Compe on 
    Troy Brown        Vice President Academic & Internal Affairs 
     

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 
    Brandon Jordan      President 
    Ma hew Konya      Execu ve Vice President 
    Erica Townes        1st Vice President Academic 
    Jordan Mazzoni      2nd Vice President Social 
    Genna Moscato      Secretary 
    Jillian Fellows        Treasurer 
    Jason Caplan        Technical Secretary 
    Alyssa Hicks        Bar Associa ons Chair 
               

 

TRIAL ADVOCACY HONOR SOCIETY 
    Mark Kovalcin       President 
    Anthony Cox        Internal Vice President/Community Outreach Coord./
              Secretary 
    Gregory Seiders      Ext. Vice President/Colloquium Curriculum Coordinator/
              Treasurer 

           
WIDENER LAW JOURNAL 

    Zachary DuGan      Editor‐in‐Chief 
    Paolo Shipman      Execu ve Managing Editor 
    Gregory Seiders      Internal Managing Editor 
    Howard Gold        Business/External Managing Editor 
    Mark Kovalcin       PA Law & Symposium Editor 
    Robert Bucher       Internal Editor 
    Erica Townes        Internal Editor 

     
WIDENER JOURNAL OF LAW ECONOMICS AND RACE 

    Margaret Nollau      Editor‐in‐Chief 
    Meredith Boardman      Assistant Editor‐in‐Chief 
    Ka e Daley        Senior Managing Editor 
    Kelli Swain        Ar cles Editor 
    Theron Minium      Blogs Editor 
    Jocelyn Schultz      Web & Tech Editor 
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KEY CAMPUS CONTACTS 

Campus Safety  541-3948 

  Sgt. Les Jumper 773-6810 

  Kim Rebuck  602-3883 

Maintenance  541-3907 

 Robert Dolbin 

Media Services Specialist/Postal and 
Copy Center Manager 

  Brian Fearnbaugh 541-1960 

           717-379-1833

CAMPUS PHONE NUMBERS 
 

DEAN’S OFFICES 

Christian Johnson 541-3902 

  Dean & Professor of Law 

Michael Hussey  541-3902 

  Assoc. Dean for Academic Affairs & 

  Associate Professor of Law 

Molly Acri  541-3904 

  Assistant Dean of Administration 

Paula Heider  541-3902 

  Administrative Assistant  

David Raeker-Jordan 541-3952 

  Director of Student Affairs 

Mary Catherine Scott 541-3952 

  Director of Student Organizations 

Dorothy Koncar  541-3952 

  Secretary 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS PROGRAM 

Amanda Smith  541-3978 

  Director 

ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

John Benfield  541-3903 

  Associate Dean for Admissions & 

  Administration 

Eric Kniskern  541-3903 

  Director 

Joshua Wilkinson 541-1935 

  Counselor 

Ann Johnson  541-3903 

  Secretary 

BAR PROGRAMS 

David Raeker-Jordan 541-1996 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

Karen Durkin  541-3958 

  Director 

Kelly Clegg  541-3958 

  Secretary 

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Moot Court Honor Society  

   541-3969 

Student Bar Association  

   541-3936 

Trial Advocacy Honor Society  

   541-1989 

Widener Law Journal 

   541-3972 

Widener Journal of Law, Economics & 
Race    541-1963 

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE 

Molly Acri  541-3961 

  Registrar 

Jessica Schuller  541-3961 

  Assistant Registrar 

Betty Ann Mortenson 541-3961 

 Office Coordinator 

REGISTRAR’S 
INFORMATION 

LINE 
541-1941 

FAX NUMBERS 
Administration, Admissions, Dev./
Alumni   541-3999 
Financial Aid  541-1964 
Registrar  541-1923 

STUDENT 

INFORMATION LINE 

541-1939 

 

CENTRAL PA LAW CLINIC 

Mary Catherine Scott 541-0320 

  Supervising Attorney 

Adelle Zavada  541-0320 

  Staff Attorney 

Kevin Jones  541-0320 

  Secretary 

DEVELOPMENT/ALUMNI RELATIONS 

Natasha Lewis  541-3974 

  Director 

EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Karen Durkin  541-3958 

  Director 

FACULTY SECRETARY 

Jeremy Wingert  541-3949 

FINANCIAL AID 

Kara Connors  541-3961 

  Assistant Director 

Allura Alonso  541-3961 

  Financial Aid Representative 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVUCES 

Jon Poor  541-3908 

  PC Specialist 

ITS Reception  541-1979 

Computer Lab/Help Desk 

   541-1927  

LAW LIBRARY 

Brent Johnson  541-3984 

 Co-Director 

Ed Sonnenberg  541-3932 

  Co-Director 

Information Desk 541-3933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


