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The Third Annual 
Widener University Commonwealth Law School  

Emergency Medical Services Law & Policy Symposium  
Friday, October 22, 2021 

9 am to 1 pm 
 
 
8:30 am Registration and Coffee 
 
9:00 am Welcome by Widener Law Commonwealth Dean Michael Hussey 
 
9:05 am Emergency Medical Services Legal Issues, moderated by Doug Wolfberg, Esq. 

Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC  
  
 Beyond the Good Samaritan: the Evolution of EMS Provider Qualified Immunity  
 
 Panelists:  

• Kenneth Brody, Esquire  
• Ryan Stark, Esquire 
• Matthew W. Konya, Esquire 

 
9:50 am Employer Regulation of EMS Provider Conduct Both On Duty and Off: Free 

Speech, Social Media, Mandatory Vaccinations and More   
 
  Panelists: 

• Stephen R. Wirth, Esquire 
• Christina M. Mellott, Esquire 

 
10:35 am  Break 
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10:45 am Emergency Medical Services Public Policy Issues, moderated by Doug Wolfberg, 

Esq. Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC  
  
 Pennsylvania EMS Regulatory and Legislative Update 
 
 Panelists: 

• Jerry Ozog, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Fire and Emergency Services 
Institute  

• Heather Sharar, Executive Director, Ambulance Association of PA  
• Dylan J. Ferguson, Director,  Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau 

of Emergency Medical Services  
 
11:35 am Recent Developments in EMS Provider Criminal Liability 

Steve Wirth, Esq. and Doug Wolfberg, Esq. 
 
12:25 pm Keynote Address: “Eight Essential Habits of Poised Leaders” 

Ryan Stark, Esq. Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC, ‘07 
 
1:00 pm Symposium concludes, Professor Christian A. Johnson 
 
 
 
This program is offered live at Widener Law Commonwealth. All attendees and panelists are required to 
wear face masks, which will be available on site. Participants are entitled to earn up to three (3) 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits for attending the program – subject to approval. 
 

Many thanks to the co-sponsors of today’s program 
Widener Law Commonwealth Law & Government Institute 

Page, Wolfberg & Wirth LLC 
Ambulance Association of PA 

Pennsylvania Fire and Emergency Services Institute 
 

For more information on Widener University Commonwealth Law School and its 
Law & Government Institute, please visit our website  

https://commonwealthlaw.widener.edu 

  

https://commonwealthlaw.widener.edu/
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Heather Sharar, Executive Director, Ambulance Association of PA, will be referring to the 
materials found on the links below during her presentation on legislative and regulatory 
updates on Friday, October 22 as part of the EMS Law & Policy Symposium. 
 
She asked that we share them with you in advance. 
 
SB861 – EMS Compact legislation 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=
B&bn=0861 
  
SB526 - MA Increase (reallocating the EMS portion of the fire and EMS Grant funding to Medical 
Assistance) (grants) 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=
B&bn=0526 
  
SB698 – County Authority legislation (I believe Jerry said that he would be talking about this) 
 https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=
B&bn=0698 
  
SB861 – EMS Compact legislation 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=
B&bn=0861 
  
HB743 - debt reduction legislation 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=
B&bn=0743 
  
HB1293 - Direct Pay legislation  
 https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=
B&bn=1293   
  
SR6 Report  
https://www.osfc.pa.gov/Documents/SR6_Report.pdf 
  
 Other information for your reference: 
  
American Ambulance Association letter to congressional leaders on EMS workforce 
shortages:  https://ambulance.org/2021/10/04/workforceshortage/ 
  
NBC News article on the EMS workforce shortages:  https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-
news/ems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-
rcna2677?fbclid=IwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM 
  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0861&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074288528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dXnczEQAssPmoJBAiHNOhdSXyf0zGy4fE5zY%2B2UBPDc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0861&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074288528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dXnczEQAssPmoJBAiHNOhdSXyf0zGy4fE5zY%2B2UBPDc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0526&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074288528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EJe%2BxkMKjETDVPfYzAvJQKdLuYLhV%2FygpkOrtQ0oQQU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0526&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074288528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EJe%2BxkMKjETDVPfYzAvJQKdLuYLhV%2FygpkOrtQ0oQQU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0698&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074298526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WdmXnceAiEJALlqLAkqFllZkhPDBO5%2Ff5%2FTrDkeM3RM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0698&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074298526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WdmXnceAiEJALlqLAkqFllZkhPDBO5%2Ff5%2FTrDkeM3RM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0861&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074298526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1rLdj8F2N5FU5zKEKtiUVYXk3atLsPRaKF7gOJ%2F0LSE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DS%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0861&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074298526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1rLdj8F2N5FU5zKEKtiUVYXk3atLsPRaKF7gOJ%2F0LSE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DH%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0743&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074308515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dbB1OVtXJkw3Hm%2Fmg5gGx4edKhj%2FxpbP6PI4eGfGfIU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DH%26type%3DB%26bn%3D0743&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074308515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dbB1OVtXJkw3Hm%2Fmg5gGx4edKhj%2FxpbP6PI4eGfGfIU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DH%26type%3DB%26bn%3D1293&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074308515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YDOFj4atUK96DEBRp%2FiQU2cktCRk9xP%2BglJW4MkEyWk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2FbillInfo%2FbillInfo.cfm%3FsYear%3D2021%26sInd%3D0%26body%3DH%26type%3DB%26bn%3D1293&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074308515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YDOFj4atUK96DEBRp%2FiQU2cktCRk9xP%2BglJW4MkEyWk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osfc.pa.gov%2FDocuments%2FSR6_Report.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074318513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=14Z087d%2FYb7xcB4LRURERmbPCeDCCGZkFaprOHu%2FY5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fambulance.org%2F2021%2F10%2F04%2Fworkforceshortage%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074328502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CJTh%2BrTK35eBfP6jZ6z%2B4WYLPX6To6E%2Bc9GhAORk3AA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074328502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1DsoxAHJ5bBRZLZVQ1NcVUAcrEDsvpop0e%2BPn90dsEo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074328502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1DsoxAHJ5bBRZLZVQ1NcVUAcrEDsvpop0e%2BPn90dsEo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074328502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1DsoxAHJ5bBRZLZVQ1NcVUAcrEDsvpop0e%2BPn90dsEo%3D&reserved=0
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Fox & Friends piece on the EMS workforce shortages:  https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-
news/ems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-
rcna2677?fbclid=IwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM 
  
How to Read PA Legislation: 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/how_to_read.pdf?t=20190326 
 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074338497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gkGRtKcS1QsK3MnZVfXIIuXZcQgYOm0YMMOvnGnW33s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074338497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gkGRtKcS1QsK3MnZVfXIIuXZcQgYOm0YMMOvnGnW33s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fus-news%2Fems-services-warn-crippling-labor-shortage-undermining-911-system-rcna2677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1u8Dv5EZOKLnpMBvbIdCWN_8PJGanphkE1qTmk83l8c-nZhPqKaahnUIM&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074338497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gkGRtKcS1QsK3MnZVfXIIuXZcQgYOm0YMMOvnGnW33s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2Fbillinfo%2Fhow_to_read.pdf%3Ft%3D20190326&data=04%7C01%7Cpmheider%40widener.edu%7C70efd74f0c0c426c31c008d99003c8fe%7C509e4716869747249169dc73ae0e81a2%7C1%7C0%7C637699169074338497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5ZrZbLjHBlV3LqSNKHIqpW1sLU7NCF7x8NSsI4KBYgM%3D&reserved=0

