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Memorandum 
 

TO:   First-Year Students, Fall 2017 

FROM:  Professor Anna Hemingway 
   Coordinator, Introduction to Legal Process 

DATE:  July 24, 2017 

RE:   First Assignment:  Introduction to Legal Process 
 
 
Welcome to law school.  Our first class meeting is on Monday, August 14, 2017, at 7:00 pm in Room 
A180.  There is an assignment for the first class meeting.  Because you are expected to be prepared 
for that meeting, you must do the assignment in advance.  This packet contains general information 
about the course, the schedule, the syllabus indicating the first class assignment, and some readings 
for the course.   
 
There are two textbooks for the course that are being assigned in their entirety for the Wednesday, 
August 16, and Thursday, August 17, class meetings.  The textbooks are American Courts, 3rd 
edition, (ISBN 978-0-314-91093-6), and The Anatomy of a Lawsuit, revised edition, (ISBN 978-
1422479902). They are small books having approximately 100 and 120 pages of text, respectively; 
you may, therefore, want to purchase the books at least two weeks before the start of the course.  
American Courts can be ordered at 
http://store.westacademic.com/Meador_and_Mitchells_American_Courts_3d_9780314910936.html 
and The Anatomy of a Lawsuit can be ordered at http://www.cap-

press.com/books/isbn/9781422479902/The-Anatomy-of-a-Lawsuit-Revised-Edition.  
 
There are also five videos that you will need to watch for the course.  The videos are referenced on 
your syllabus as Videos 1, 2, 3, 4a and 4b.  They will be available on August 1, and can be accessed 
by clicking on each link listed under the Intro to Legal Process Panopto Videos 2017 heading on the 
law school orientation webpage.                                
  
I look forward to seeing you at the start of the course and wish you the best for the remainder of the 
summer. 
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INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL PROCESS 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Course Description 
 
The Introduction to Legal Process course is a one-week course that is intended to help bridge the 
gap between undergraduate school and law school, and prepare you to become a first-year law 
student. Because some students do not have a liberal arts background, and others could use a 
refresher on certain fundamentals regarding our governmental and legal systems, a portion of the 
course will provide an overview of the structure of our government, the federalist system in 
which we live, and the legal system in which you will work. These lectures comprise the first 
hour of each of the four sessions during the week. 
 
Law school is different from undergraduate school. Law school can be intimidating 
because of the new subject matter, the heavy work load, and the new vocabulary you must 
master in what seems like a short time. In addition, law professors expect different things 
from you than did your undergraduate professors. These things include: thorough preparation of 
the assigned material before you come to class, useful participation in the discussion during the 
class period, and synthesis of the material into a coherent body of law that you can then apply on 
an examination.  In order to better meet these expectations you need to learn how to prepare both 
for your class and for what the professor will be seeking from you when you are called on to 
participate.  Therefore, the second part of each of the four class sessions will introduce you to 
case briefing, outlining, and analysis - skills that are vital to your success as a law student, and 
that you will continue to develop and hone throughout your first year. Finally, because law 
school exams are starkly different from those you took in undergraduate school and are puzzles 
to many first-year law students, the course will finish by considering exams and exam writing.  
 
Course Materials 
 
The required texts for the course are American Courts (3rd ed.), by Daniel J. Meador, and The 
Anatomy of a Lawsuit (revised ed.) by Peter N. Simon. We strongly recommend that you 
purchase a law dictionary before the start of the course, as it will assist you in understanding 
some of the vocabulary which we will be introducing during the first week. In addition, a law 
dictionary is an invaluable aid to have throughout your law school career (Black’s Law 
Dictionary is a popular one). 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance is mandatory.  The school observes the American Bar Association rule requiring 
student attendance at no less than 80% of the class sessions in any given course.  Any student 
who misses 20% or more of the classes may not take the final examination and effectively fails 
the course.  Applied to the Introduction of Legal Process course, the rule requires attendance at 
all of the sessions.  Therefore, any student who is absent from one session will be precluded from 
taking the final examination. 
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We will take attendance at each class session by passing out a roster sheet for you to sign or 
initial, thereby certifying that you attended the class.  Please note that you are subject to the 
Student Code of Conduct when you sign and represent that you were in attendance. 
 
Repeated lateness, while disruptive and distracting at the least, will also be treated as an absence. 
 
If an emergency arises and you cannot attend class, please contact the Director of Student Affairs 
as soon as possible.  Otherwise, such an absence will be treated as any other absence.  
 
In addition to complying with the 20% rule for attendance, you also will be required to take three 
multiple choice/true-false quizzes and one essay exam to successfully complete this course.  The 
quizzes and essay exam will be graded pass/fail.  The successful completion of this course is a 
graduation requirement. 
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INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL PROCESS 
SCHEDULE AND SYLLABUS 

 
REGULAR AND EXTENDED DIVISIONS – SESSIONS 1 - 4 BEGIN AT 7:00 PM IN ROOM A180; SESSION 5 
BEGINS AT 10:00 AM IN ROOM A180.   
 
Session One - Monday, August 14 
Assignment to be completed for first class:  watch Panopto Video 1 (Hemingway); read 
Case Briefing Materials (in Packet) (pp. 5 – 14); read Dog Bite Problem Materials (in 
Packet) (pp. 15 – 21). 
 

7:00 - 8:00   Introduction (Prof. Hemingway) 
 

8:00 - 8:10  Break 
 

8:10 - 10:00 Case Briefing (small groups - room assignments will be distributed during 
the first class) 

         
Session Two - Tuesday, August 15 
Assignment to be completed for second class:  read Governmental Structure (in Packet) (pp. 
31 – 91); watch Panopto Video 2 (Prof. Fruth); read Dobrin v. Stebbins and Siewerth v. 
Charleston (in Packet) (pp. 22 – 26). 
 

7:00 - 8:00  Governmental Structure (Separation of Powers, Federalism, the Regulatory 
State) (Prof. Fruth) 

    
  Please come to the large group session at 7:00 in A180 prepared for 

a multiple-choice quiz on Panopto Video 2 and the Governmental 
Structure reading assignment.   

 
8:00 - 8:10  Break 

 
8:10 - 10:00  Case Synthesis and Outlining (small groups - room assignments will be 

distributed during the first class)  
 
 Please come to the small group session at 8:10 prepared to discuss 

Dobrin v. Stebbins and Siewerth v. Charleston. 
 
Session Three - Wednesday, August 16 
Assignment to be completed for third class: read American Courts; watch Panopto Video 3 
(Prof. Lee); read Nelson v. Lewis (in Packet) (pp. 26 – 30). 
 

7:00 - 8:00  Court Structure and Authority (Prof. Lee) 
 

  Please come to the large group session at 7:00 in A180 prepared for 
a multiple-choice quiz on Panopto Video 3 and the American Courts 
reading assignment.   

  

8:00 - 8:10 Break 
 

8:10 - 10:00 Legal Analysis (small groups - room assignments will be distributed                         
during the first class) 

 
 Please come to the small group session at 8:10 prepared to discuss 

Nelson v. Lewis. 
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Session Four - Thursday, August 17 
Assignment to be completed for fourth class:  watch Panopto Video 4a before reading The 
Anatomy of a Lawsuit (Prof. Anthon); read The Anatomy of a Lawsuit; watch Panopto video 
4b after reading The Anatomy of a Lawsuit (Prof. Anthon). 
 
 

7:00 - 8:00 Case Structure (Civil and Criminal Cases) (Prof. Anthon) 
 

  Please come to the large group session at 7:00 in A180 prepared 
for a multiple-choice quiz on Panopto Videos 4a and 4b and The 
Anatomy of a Lawsuit reading assignment.   

 

8:00 - 8:10 Break  
       

8:10 - 10:00 Exam Writing (small groups - room assignments will be distributed during                                       
the first class) 

 
Session Five - Saturday, August 19 
 
      10:00 - 11:15    Essay Exam in A180 
 

Please come to the large group session at 10:00 AM in A180 
prepared for an essay exam based on the Dog Bite statute, Messa v. 
Sullivan, Dobrin v. Stebbins, Siewerth v. Charleston, and Nelson v. 
Lewis. 
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