
Widener University is a metropolitan university that connects curricula to social 
issues through civic engagement. Dynamic teaching, active scholarship, personal 
attention, applied leadership, and experiential learning are key components of 
the Widener experience. Widener University Commonwealth Law School is 
the Pennsylvania capital’s only law school, with three specialized centers of 
legal scholarship through its Law & Government Institute, Environmental 
Law and Sustainability Center, and Business Advising Certificate Program. 
Widener Law Commonwealth offers an exceptional learning experience that 
is personal, practical, and professional. The school’s Veterans Initiative seeks 
to make Widener Law Commonwealth the law school of choice for service 
members, veterans, and military families.

Visit commonwealthlaw.widener.edu for more information.

Participants in this program are entitled to 3 Continuing Judicial 
Education credits or 3 Continuing Legal Education credits

Course materials and handouts will be added online as they become available 
at commonwealthlaw.widener.edu/vetsagenda
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Many thanks to our program’s co-sponsors for their support

• District Attorneys Association of Pennsylvania

• Middle District of Pennsylvania Chapter of the Federal Bar Association

• County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania

• Dauphin County Bar Association



10:30 – 11:30 Panel – Veterans in the Courts:  Alternative Solutions
Introduction of Panel – Dean Christian A. Johnson

Moderators -- Angela Lowry – Problem Solving Courts Coordinator, 
Administrative Offices of Pennsylvania Courts and Andrew M. Simpson, Judicial 
Programs Analyst, Veterans Courts, Administrative Offices of Pennsylvania Courts

• Judge Joseph Sklarosky, Jr., Luzerne County
• Kelly Cesari, Treatment Court Coordinator, Luzerne County

11:30 – 1:00  Lunch with Keynote Speakers – 
The Call to Action for Veterans Courts
Introduction – Christian A. Johnson

Melissa Fitzgerald – Director, Advancing Justice Initiative, National Association 
of Drug Court Professionals, actor in The West Wing television series and other 
productions, co-founder of Voices in Harmony

Justice James Fitzgerald - Judge of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania and 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice

Timothy J. Wynn, Certified Peer Specialist, Philadelphia Veterans Treatment Court, 
former Sargent, United States Marine Corps

1:00   Thank You and Adjourn – Dean Christian A. Johnson

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome
Dean Christian A. Johnson, Widener University Commonwealth Law School

Welcoming Remarks – The Honorable Michael J. Stack, III, 
Lieutenant Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Remarks – Angela Lowry – Problem Solving Courts Coordinator, Administrative 
Offices of Pennsylvania Courts

Remarks - Major General Anthony J. Carrelli, Adjutant General of Pennsylvania

9:30 – 10:30 Panel – The Role of Veteran Court Alumni Groups 
and Mentors in Veterans Courts 
Introduction of Panel – Dean Christian A. Johnson

Moderator – The Honorable Craig T. Trebilcock, Judge, 
York County Court of Common Pleas

• Veterans Court Judge – Judge Dugan
• The Role of Veteran Court Alumni Groups  –

Sarah Primak, LCSW, Lebanon VA Medical Center
• Role of Mentors - Mentors
• Role of Veterans -- Keith Brown




